Chapter 1
1. Briefly describe the primary (four) sources of American Law. 
The primary sources of American law are: constitution, cases, regulations, and statutes. Constitutions are drafted by delegates during constitutional conventions and then approved by the public. Statutes are the formal laws that are passed by legislative bodies. Before a law has been enacted, it begins as a bill, which is then approved by the executive. Regulations are provided by administrative agencies who are appointed by the president or governors. Cases are the decisions made by a court in regard to a dispute between different parties. The court decision on a particular matter might be referenced in the future as a law.   
2. What is the “’Stare Decisis Doctrine”? Explain the role does it play in Common Law Tradition? 
This is the legal doctrine that compels courts to follow past cases when ruling on a similar case. The role of this doctrine is to ensure that cases with similar facts and scenarios are approached the same way. 

3. Explain the difference between Substantive Law and Procedural law.
 Substantive law creates the rights that safeguard the interests of people and organizations. On the other hand, procedural law creates the rules under which substantive law is made and enforced, especially in a court. 
4. What are the fundamental differences between Civil Law and Criminal Law? 
Criminal law is a body that deals with the crime related offenses. On the other hand, civil law is a body of law that deals with the disputes between organizations or individuals. 
5. Discuss the purpose of “The Commerce Clause”, the role it plays in the USA, and internationally? 
The commerce clause allows the congress to regulate trade between the United States, and other states ,nations, and Indian tribes. Its purpose is to enter into trade agreements with other nations and to address some of the challenges that arise when the United States is conducting trade with other nations. In addition, the clause helps solve trade barriers between states. 
6. Briefly explain the Supremacy Clause. 
Article VI, paragraph is referred to as the Supremacy Clause. The Supremacy Clause states that the federal law is more superior to the constitution and state laws. It is considered the significant patron of the nation. It binds all court judges to adhere to the principle within their court rooms. 
7. Describe the purpose of the Bill of Rights. 
The bill of rights influences the rights of the American people with the American government. The bill of rights guarantees the liberties and civil rights of American people such as freedom of speech, freedom of press, and freedom of religion. The bill of rights sets the rules for the due process of the law. 
8. Briefly explain each of the ten amendments that make up the Bill of Rights unique.
The ten amendments that make the bill of rights include: 
· 1st amendment- This amendment protects the freedoms of the press, assembly, speech, and religion. 
· 2nd amendment- American citizens have the right to own a gun 
· 3rd amendment- this amendment prohibits the military from taking hostage in private homes. 
· 4th amendment- protects the American citizens from unreasonable search and seizure 
· 5th amendment- this amendment guarantees American citizen tight to grand jury, prohibits double jeopardy, and protects American citizens from self-incrimination 
· 6th amendment- guarantees the right to a speedy process of trial by the jury and the right to be represented by an attorney 
· 7th amendment- this amendment extends the right to a trial by the jury for any civil cases above $20.00
· 8th amendment- prohibits cruel punishment and excessive fines 
· 9th amendment-states that any rights that have not been included within the constitution belong to the people  
· 10th amendment- states that any powers that have not been given to the federal government belong to the states and the people 
9. What is the importance of The Bill of Rights to businesses? 
The bill of rights stipulates the rights that the government can never take away from the citizens. These rights are extended to the business enterprises that the people own. 
10. Explain Due Process. 
This is the constitutional obligation that all legal matters need to be resolved as per the set rules and principles and that all individuals should be treated equally. 
11. What function does Strict Scrutiny play under the Equal Protection Clause? 
Strict scrutiny is raised incases of an equal protection claim. For the strict scrutiny to be applied, the legislature must have ruled a case that oversteps a fundamental right or incases of suspect classification such as race, religion, national origin, or alienage. 
12.What Privacy Rights does the author address in chapter 1? Describe. 
The Freedom of Information Act- this law permitted American citizens to request copies of information in government files. Later the Privacy Act, which allowed the citizens to access information. The USA Patriot Act- This act was passed by the Congress after September 11th. This act allowed the government to collect information from its people. This chapter addresses the privacy rights by individuals and the rights that the government itself in protecting the welfare of its people as far as privacy rights are concerned. 
Chapter 2
1. Discuss the basic Judicial Requirements before courts hear cases, such as Jurisdiction of Persons or Property and Jurisdiction over Subject Matte, Standing to sue and Venue.
Jurisdiction of persons or property: The court provides the authority in determining the rights and liabilities of an entity or a person in a lawsuit. 
Jurisdiction over subject matter: this is the requirement that the court has the powers to hear an dispute or claim that has been brought to the specific court. 

2. Explain the basic differences between the State Court System and the Federal Court System?
The State court system deals with cases that involve state law while the federal court system deals with cases that involve the violation of the federal law. 
3. Outline and briefly explain each of the nine fundamental Steps when following or processing a case through State Court as noted in the textbook. 
Pleadings- it is the complaint that is filed by the plaintiff in the initiation of the lawsuit
Pretrial motions- involves the motion for judgment based on the pleadings 
Discovery- this is the process in which the evidence is gathered 
Retrial conference- conducted to identity any dipsutes after discovery
Trial- the process of evluaation of the evidence presented and verdict by the jury 
Post-trial motions- motion for the judgment, which is usually granted if the judge feels that the jury was in error 
Appeal- either of the two parties can make an appeal to a court of appeal. The court of appeal then conducts hearing and makes a decision. 
4. Describe Alternative Dispute Resolutions such as Negotiation, Mediation and Arbitration. Why are such alternatives of dispute resolution important in Business?
Negotiation – Parties reach a solution without involving any third party 
 Mediation- a neutral third party is involved to reach an agreement. The mediator does not make any decision 
Arbitration- this is a formal method in dispute resolution where each of the parties involved in a dispute submits their disputes to an arbitrator, who then makes a decision.  
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